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Temple Sholom 
5 East Dillon Road

P.O. Box 664
Monticello, NY 12701

845-794-8731
templesholom1954@gmail.com

www.templesholomny.org

Rabbi Emeritus  
Michele Medwin, D.Min; D.Div

Service Leaders
Cantorial Duo, Ira & Julia Levin

Ira Simon

Board Officers
President, Stacey Sharoff
Vice Pres, Dr. Stephanie Phillips
2nd Vice Pres, Gail Abramowitz
Treasurer, Ellen Nesin  
Secretary, Lois Weinstein 
Past Pres, Dr. Stephanie Phillips

Board of Trustees
Judith Cutler
Debbie Glatt
Susan Kantor
Lauren Miller

Bonnie Mitzner-Kirsch
Anne Palley

Howard Perlman
Paula Schroeder
Dr. Richard Stein

Scott Taitel
Ruth Turk

Michael Zalkin

Office Administrator
Pat Halprin

OFFICE HOURS
Monday & Thursday 

10:00 - 4:00

Cheshvan / Kislev  5786

2025

Starting NOVEMBER 7 , ZOOM ONLY  services  at 7:00 PM 
(Schmooze at 6:30)

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

	
	

1

10 Cheshvan 
Lech-Lecha 

Genesis 
12:1-17:27

2  
 FALL 
BACK

3 4 5 6 7
Shabbat Services 

The Levins on 
ZOOM from 

Agudas Achim 

Candle 4:27

8

17 Cheshvan 
Vayera 
Genesis 

18:1-22:24 

9
Exhibit:  

Voices of 
Survivors 

Allie for the 
Soul 

2:00 PM 
(page 8)

10 11 12 13 14

Shabbat Services 
The Levins 

Candle 4:20

15

24 Cheshvan 
Chayei Sara 

Genesis 
23:1-25:18

16 17 18 19

Board of 
Trustees 
meeting  
7:00 PM

20 21

Shabbat Services 
The Levins 

Candle 4:15

22

02 Kislev 
Toldot 

Genesis 
25:19-28:9

23 24 25 26 27 28

NO SERVICES 
Candle 4:12

29

09 Kislev 
Vayetzei 
Genesis 

28:10-32:3

VIRTUAL ONEG SHABBAT SPONSORS: 
NOVEMBER 07: Sponsor needed 
NOVEMBER 14: Sponsor needed 
NOVEMBER 21: Sponsor needed 
NOVEMBER 28: NO SERVICES

ZOOM 
ONLY 

SERVICES

ZOOM 
ONLY 

SERVICES

ZOOM 
ONLY 

SERVICES

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL DATE 
TO COMMEMORATE?

SPONSOR AN ONEG!!!

Contact Sue Kantor (845-798-0578)     
See page 8 for details.

The Levins look forward to having Temple Sholom join our Agudas Achim services online 
for Shabbat on Friday, November 7th!  Everyone gathering together online is a beautiful way to 
strengthen and perpetuate the bond of our sweet Sullivan County community and the Reform 
movement of the Catskills! Please join us!   
With love, Ira and Julia / The Levins 
Topic: Congregation Agudas Achim Virtual Services	  
Time: 7:30pm / Shmooze begins at 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89543496977?pwd=bFVRRTFiL1JuRkM1aHB2QlkrWnd6dz09 
Meeting ID: 895 4349 6977	 Passcode: Shalom5781

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89543496977?pwd=bFVRRTFiL1JuRkM1aHB2QlkrWnd6dz09
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT…. 

When the patriarch Jacob saw his beloved son Joseph after 
being apart for 20 years, Jacob recited the first use of  the 
shema: Shema Yisroel, Adonai Elohainu, Adonai Echad.  

When the father of  freed hostage Yosef  Chaim Ohana saw 
his son for the first time after 2 years, he recited the same holy 
text.  

These words are not simply echos from our ancient scrolls. 
These are real, living words that show us how relevant 
Judaism still is. These words show us holding and releasing 
our collective breath for the entire 2 years of  this crisis. These 
words prove that we never forgot those who were waiting for 
us for rescue, for saving, and for returning to their final 
resting place.  

How often have we said "now, more than ever, we need to 
stand together" over the last 2 years? Has it become less true? 

With the staggering amount of  antisemitism, can 
we afford any schisms in our midst? Should we take 
the time to point out how different we all are from 
each other and how that keeps us separate? What 
has this gotten us?  

Friends, I have no answers. I only have these 
questions. What else is there to do? What can I do? 
How do we stand together? Donate to the IDF? 
Say Shabbat Shalom to another Jew on Friday? 
Thank the local establishments for their patience in 
the summer while insisting "we're not all like that"?  

There are no answers. As the last 2 years have 
shown us, we do not run the show. Perhaps the best 
we can hope for is to make our small corner of  the 
world more kind-hearted so that the next person 
will want to, as well.  

Stacey Sharoff

TEMPLE SHOLOM BOOK CLUB 
The Temple Sholom Book Club will be reading  

ONLY IN AMERICA: Al Jolson and the Jazz Singer 
 by Richard Bernstein 

Available at Amazon in hardcover, paperback, and Kindle versions. 

.ZOOM: Thursday, DECEMBER 18, 2025, at 7:00 PM                

NEW TO BOOK CLUB? RSVP to receive the Zoom link. 
Only NEW MEMBERS need RSVP to join. 

Questions can be directed to Valerie Taitel 
vmtaitel@gmail.com or (508) 314-0511 

New participants are always welcome.

A message from your Treasurer


Please remember to send in your check for dues if you haven’t done so already. The new fiscal 
year began on July 1, 2025. If you have any questions concerning the amount of dues that is 
owed, please send an email to Ellen Nesin at nesineh49@gmail.com.  Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. 

Ellen Nesin

Treasurer, Temple Sholom Congregation 

mailto:nesineh49@gmail.com
mailto:vmtaitel@gmail.com
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Gail Abramowitz 
Michael Cerullo 

Lynn & Howard Cohen 
Judy Cutler 

Judy Desatnick 
Janice Fagan 

Michael Feinstein 
Ken & Sue Kantor 

Martin & Barbara Kimmelblatt 
Jeffrey & Bonnie Kirsch 

Linda Kleinman 
Sandra Kotin 

Burton Ledina 
Dolly Levner 

Stephanie Meyers 
Marty & Lauren Miller 

Helene & Alan Reiffe 
Ruby Shulman 
Lois Weinstein

High Holy Day Donations  
Wishing all a happy and healthy New Year

GOLDEN BOOK
To Eileen Sussman, Get well wishes. 
	 From:  Roz & Willie Stozki  
To Lois Weinstein, Happy Birthday. 
	 From: Paula & Phil Schroeder 
To Lauren Miller, Happy Birthday. 
	 From: Phil & Paula Schroeder

Your $5 check payable to Temple Sholom will get a note sent to 
whomever you specify for whatever occasion you describe. 

(July 1, price increases to $10)

Thank You — 

Linda & Perry Reihs for the donation in honor of their 
daughter Ilissa’s marriage to Oren.
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PLEASE JOIN US!  GROUP CRUISE!

All commissions to be donated to Temple Sholom. 

CELEBRITY BEYOND
BEST HOTEL AT SEA BY FORBES MAGAZINE 

January 11-18, 2026
Miami-Nassau (and Royal’s brand new Private Beach Club by optional excursion) 

Tortola-Antigua-Miami with three glorious days at sea
Infinite Veranda - $3125

Single - $2155
Concierge - $3329

Aqua-$3933 (private restaurant and unlimited spa pass for the cruise)
PER COUPLE, NOT PER PERSON

INCLUDES Drinks and Wifi and a $500 refundable deposit
$100 On-Board Credit (obc) with each cabin

Air and Insurance extra

Contact:
Barry Gleen 
Associate of Julie Irovando & Tawnee Sons 
barry.gleen@cruiseplanners.com 
(516) 281-5905  
www.world2sea.com

November

21 Jack & Sandra Cohen
24 Barry & Olivia Gleen

  3 Rita Kaplow
  4 Valerie Taitel 
  8 Scott Tailtel
12 Ruby Schulman
20 Bonnie Mitzner
22 Jeffrey Kirsch

November

mailto:barry.gleen@cruiseplanners.com
http://www.world2sea.com/
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2025 Mitzvah Members

..The three levels of Mitzvah Membership are:.   
lPlatinum Level - additional $500 above dues 
- Gold Level - additional $250 above dues 
YSilver Level - additional $125 above dues. 

lPlatinum (500) 

Anonymous (1/25) 

Lauren & Mart Miller (7/25) 

Maureen & Bob Velten (7/25) 

Paula & Phil Schroeder (8/25) 
 

-Gold (250) 

Michael Zalkin (12/24) 

Gail Abramowitz (12/24) 

Sue & Don Horowitz (12/24) 

Judy Cutler (3/25) 

Sue & Ken Kantor (4/25) 

Valerie & Scot Taitel (5/25) 

Olivia & Barry Gleen (7/25) 

YSilver (125) 

If you are able, please PAY YOUR FINANCIAL OBLIGATION and BECOME A MITZVAH MEMBER. 
Specify: “Mitzvah Membership”	 Mitzvah Membership donations are tax deductible.

Mitzvah Membership listing in The Harbinger will appear the month following 
receipt of your donation and will continue to be listed for the following 12 months.

As long as your membership dues are up to date, consider making a tax-deductible Mitzvah Membership donation any time during the year.

THE WORD “MITZVAH” IS A COMMANDMENT TO 
DO A GOOD DEED. IT’S KINDLING TO THE SOUL.

Thanks to the generosity of members and non-members, Temple Sholom has been able to 
continue our service to the Jewish community of Sullivan County. So that we can ensure our 
future, Temple Sholom members are being asked to contribute, according to their ability, an 
additional amount above regular membership dues. Can you step forward to support the 
continued existence of Reform Judaism in Sullivan County?

Haven’t been a member before? Now is a good time to start!
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Donations to the YAHRZEIT FUND
In Loving Memory of the Following:

IN MEMORY - YAHRZEIT WILL BE READ ON: 
November 07:  Herbert Weinstein, Max Fried, Lesroy A. Millett,  

Samuel Bernard Rosen, Sarah Jacobs, Joseph Sarowitz, Celia Galant,  
Israel Wyde, Harry R. Green, Rhoda Barnofsky, *Egon Platovsky 

November 14:  Irving Steinberg, George Kellerman, Daniel Mark Rosenfelt,  
Wallace Berkowitz, Anna Green, Betty Chodos, Dr. Bernard Lauterstein, 
Eleanor Kannert, Jack Elias, Harry Weinberg, Mollie Drew, Beatrice Isseks, 
Hal Wrobel, Kip Morganstein, Robert B. Green, Helen Fox 

November 21:  Jennie Weinstein, William 'Billy' Goldsmith, Max Savetsky,  
Charlotte Leidner, Clarice Rose Jacobs, Lloyd Wagner, Seena Nelson 

November 28: Berice Millett, Lucy Benjamin, Craig Bryan Seidler,  
Freddy Jay Chance, Dr. Robert Stuzin, Lena Cosentino, Bebe Holtzman, 
Albert Kannert, Dora Fried, Joan Rubin

*Holocaust victims from Pisek who perished in Terezin

Anita Israel by Julie Rowner
Herbert & Jennie Weinstein by Lois Weinstein

Hal Wrobel by Shain & Larry Fishman
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

	
1 2 3 4 5

Shabbat Services 
Ira Simon 

Candle 4:10

6

16 Kislev
Vayishlach

Genesis 
32:4-36:43

7

Pearl Harbor 
Day

8 9 10 11 12

Shabbat Services 
The Levins 

Candle 4:10

13

23 Kislev
Vayeshev
Genesis 

37:1-40:23

14 15 16 17 18 19

Shabbat Services 
The Levins 

Candle 4:12

20

30 Kislev
Miketz

Genesis 
41:1-44:17

21 22 23 24 25 26

Shabbat Services 
TBD 

Candle 4:16

27

7 Tevet
Vayigash
Genesis 

44:18-47:27

28 29 30 31

DECEMBER 2025  - KISLEV / TEVET  5786
Services are HYBRID at 7:00 PM - (Schmooze at 6:30)

VIRTUAL ONEG SHABBAT SPONSORS: 
DECEMBER 05: Sponsor needed 
DECEMBER 12: Sponsor needed 
DECEMBER 19: Sponsor needed 
DECEMBER 26: Sponsor needed

DO YOU HAVE A 
SPECIAL DATE TO 
COMMEMORATE?

SPONSOR A  
VIRTUAL ONEG!!!

Contact Sue Kantor 
(845-798-0578)     

See page 8 for details.
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Committees
Adult Education: Anne Palley, Ira Simon 
Advertising: Gail Abramowitz 
Beautification: Lauren Miller, Ellen Nesin, Sue Kantor 
Building: Scott Taitel, Howard Perlman, Judy Cutler,  
	 Rick Stein, Phil Schroeder                                                                        
Fundraising: Paula Schroeder, Judy Cutler, Debbie Glatt, 
	 Lauren Miller, Stacy Sharoff, Gail Abramowitz 
Good & Welfare: Gail Abramowitz, Gloria Wagenknecht,  
	 Ira & Julia Levin, Ellen Nesin 
Harbinger: Shain Fishman, Stephanie Phillips,  
	 Gail Abramowitz, Mimi Werner, Lauren Miller,  
	 Paula Schroeder, Persephanie Millett 
Membership: Anne Palley, Stacey Sharoff 
Onegs, Kitchen, Special Events: Sue Kantor,  
	 Gail Abramowitz, Judy Cutler, Lauren Miller,  
	 Howard Perlman, Helene Perlman 
Publicity: Stephanie Phillips, Gail Abramowitz,  
	 Olivia Gleen 
Ritual: Ira Simon, Lauren Miller, Gail Abramowitz,  
	 Ruth Turk, Lois Weinstein 
Special Consideration: Ellen Nesin 
Technology: Michael Zalkin, David Ellman 
Yahrzeit: Pat Halprin 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CAN BE REACHED BY 
CALLING THE TEMPLE 845-794-8731

To donate your expertise and 
enthusiasm, join a committee! 

Contact Stephanie Phillips - phillipssteph@gmail.com

 .GIFTS of SERVICE. to Temple Sholom
Stephanie Phillips maintains the facebook page & Instagram. 

Oneg Shabbat means,  
“The Joy of Shabbat.”   

HYBRID and ZOOM 
during the summer. 

You can sponsor a VIRTUAL ONEG SHABBAT.  
Pick a Friday night that you would like to sponsor. 

Contact SUE KANTOR (845-798-0578 or 
skantor914@yahoo.com). Tell her which Shabbat you will sponsor 
and if you have a specific reason:  birthday, anniversary, in memory 

of, in honor of, to celebrate Shabbat, to support the temple, etc.  
For virtual oneg — Send a donation check to:  

Temple Sholom 
PO Box 664, Monticello, NY 12701 

Write “Virtual Oneg Shabbat”  in the memo line.  

You will be recognized as the sponsor/host in the  email sent to 
temple members the week of your oneg, and you will be 
acknowledged during the service and on facebook.  
Is your friend sponsoring an oneg? You can make a donation to the 
temple in their honor.

Doing Shabbat services on Zoom? 
Purchase your own  

“Shabbat” Prayerbook. 
Available with or without 

transliteration ($40),  
Large print ($48). 

Phone: 212-972-3636 x 241;   
Email: infor@ccarpress.org 
Website: Ccarpress.org     
PRAYER/MISKAN T’FILAH     
https://www.ccarpress.org/shopping_product_list.asp?
catID=3750

The temple supplies paper goods, utensils and coffee.  
However, due to increased cost of paper goods, coffee, and 
wine, we are now asking sponsors to donate a minimum 
of $25 to cover the costs. You   have the   option to bring 
your own tablecloth, paper goods, and coffee instead of 
paying $25. In addition, your donation to Temple Sholom is 
always encouraged and welcomed.
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ADVERTISE IN The Harbinger 
Our members and friends in the Sullivan County area want to know about the goods or services you offer.	
When one considers the cost of advertising today, it's a bargain for a full year of 11 issues. 	
And it's tax deductible.	
Enclose a check payable to Temple Sholom:	  
c  $64 for a business card size ad (Enclose business card) 
c  $100 for an ad 1/3 larger than business card (Attach business card or copy you want us to use) 
c  $250 for a double business card size ad (Attach business card or copy you would like us to use)	

Business Name: ______________________________ Contact Name: _________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________ City, State, Zip: _______________________________ 
Telephone #: ________________________________ E-mail Address: _______________________________ 

Attach your ad and mail to Temple Sholom, P.O. Box 664, Monticello, NY 12701  
or scan a picture of your ad directly to: shaindelrifka@icloud.com

Yiddish Circle 
Learning 

Conversational 
Yiddish  

Led by Richie Chiger 


At the Monticello Library 
Wednesday 10:30-12:00.  

No charge, everyone is welcome to join.   


Call Richie at 845-794-7966 if you have 
any questions.


Check the Crawford Library website for confirmation. 
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SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

PO Box 289 – 884 Old Route 17, Harris, NY 12742 845-791-8900 
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ellen@nesinculturalarts.org

P.O. Box 249
Monticello, New York 12701

www.nesinculturalarts.org
ellen@nesinculturalarts.org

firstclassformalwear.com

~ stop wishing, start playing ~ 
                                  steve schwartz - owner 

248 rock hill drive
p.o. box 760

rock hill  my 12775-0760
phone/fax  (845) 796-3616

www.stevesmusiccenter.com

Steve’s music center

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

B&B 
HOME MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING 

845-807-6065
* RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * LANDSCAPING *  

* HOME MAINTENANCE * SNOW PLOWING *

mailto:ellen@nesinculturalarts.org
http://www.stevesmusiccenter.com
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SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

294 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

Monuments of Qualit and Distinction 
Monuments Erected in al Cemeteries 

Including Metropolitan Area 
Cleaning   Lettering   Restoration

Sullivan Count 
Monument Works

845-794-7272    800-479-2726
www.scmonuments.com

scmonuments@yahoo.com

Family Owned & Operated for 73 years
Michael Feinstein Jeffrey Feinstein

Law Office of Michael B. Mednick

Michael B. Mednick
Attorney at Law
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TEMPLE SHOLOM OF MONTICELLO, NEW YORK
The First Congregation of Reform Judaism in Sullivan County Established 1954

“SERVING THE REFORM JEWISH COMMUNITY FOR SEVENTY-ONE (71) YEARS”
A REFORM CONGREGATION AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM

You can participate in Shabbat Services remotely. If you would like to participate via ZOOM and you are 
not on our temple e-mail list, please e-mail the temple office (templesholom1954@gmail.com) for 
information about joining classes and services. 
If you have never used ZOOM before, you will need to download the software and follow the 
instructions. Go to https://zoom.us/download and from the Download Center, click on the Download 
button under “Zoom Client For Meetings”. This application will automatically download when you start 
your first Zoom Meeting. 
ZOOM is usually up and running 15 minutes before the start time. 

* Adult Education ** Shabbat Services * 
via ZOOM 

Make sure you are on the temple’s email list to receive notification  
of the links for Zoom services, classes, and meetings.

TEMPLE SHOLOM MONTICELLO

Please send your photos of  temple events 
to Stephanie Phillips at 

phillipssteph@gmail.com  
so everybody can enjoy them on our  

Temple Sholom Monticello  
Facebook page and Instagram.

Many ways to support  
Temple Sholom 

Sponsor an oneg at Friday night services ($25) 
Tree of Life highlights a milestone event  ($54) 
Plant a Tree in Israel in honor of a family 
celebration/commemoration ($18) 
Send a Golden Book message  ($5) 
Send a Tribute Card  ($12) 
Volunteer your time at temple events ($0)

Yarmulkas valued to $25 — ONLY $5 
Mezuzahs -- $5 and up 

Challah covers -- $5 
Rada cutlery, paring knives, knife 

sharpeners, steak knives, cookbooks  
All $7-$10

MANY assorted gift items for  
Shabbat and holidays

Judaica Gift Shop


