
From the President

Zecher L’Tziat Mitzrayim


Not being a rabbi, nor being nearly as knowledgeable in Torah or Jewish 
tradition as many other members of  our congregation, I have steered clear 
of  addressing religious topics in this column. Nevertheless, with Pesach 
staring us in the face, it seems fitting to say a few words about the holiday.


Pesach, along with Shabbat, is special in that these two holidays are primarily 
celebrated in the home rather than in the synagogue. In the case of  Pesach 
particularly, this allows for a proliferation of  traditions. Along with that 
comes a proliferation of  Haggadot. The Haggadah collection at the 
National Library of  Israel has on the order of  15,000 different Haggadot 
from many countries and ages. Your Haggadah is probably not the same as 
my Haggadah, and your seder is probably not the same as my seder, which 
may be why Pesach is the favorite holiday for both of  us.


What else makes Pesach so popular? For one, it is designed to teach our 
children. Right near the beginning of  the seder a part is set aside especially 
for the kids—the Ma Nishtanah. The rest of  the seder could be a long, 
boring lesson, but good teachers know that a long lesson must be broken up 
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by a variety of  activities. The seder does just that. 
We wash our hands; we dip greens in salt water; we 
go looking for a hidden matzoh; we open the door 
for Elijah; we sing songs;  we make a sandwich. In 
some traditions we even flail each other with green 
onions.


In my house we have taken it a 
step farther. We have theme 
seders, with assignments given 
out before the event. We’ve had 
seder plays and seder puppet 

shows. We’ve illustrated pages of  the Haggadah 
and adorned ourselves with seder hats. One year 
we challenged each participant to learn and lead a 
seder song, and in another we asked them to do 
their parts as rap hip hop chants. There was the 
year we asked each person to tell a Pesach joke, 
and another time we asked them to talk about a 
number that appears in the Haggadah. This year, 
since you asked, we will play a seder quiz game 
called Kahoot. (Never heard of  it? Google it.)


But, as is said about Shabbat, it isn’t just that the 
Jews keep Pesach; Pesach has kept the Jewish 
people. I have a theory about why that is. People 
who suffer through difficult situations together 
share a common bond for the rest of  their lives. 
The Jewish people suffered together through 
slavery in Egypt, and our tradition makes sure that 
we never forget that. References to the escape 
from bondage are sprinkled throughout our liturgy. 
The kiddush says that Shabbat is a reminder of  our 

Yiddish Circle 
Learning Conversational Yiddish 

Led by Richie Chiger

• Meets in Temple Sholom every other 
Thursday 10:30 - 12:00


• Meets in the Monticello Library every 
other Wednesday 10:30-12:00

• No charge — Everyone welcome 

• Call Richie at 845 794-7966 for exact 

dates

A note from the Treasurer -  THANK YOU 
to those that have paid your dues. Please 
remember that your dues for 2022-23 should 
be paid in full before the new fiscal year which 
begins on July 1, 2023. Our temple depends on 
your dues to keep our doors open. 


Please contact Ellen Nesin if you need the 
balance owed on your account or if you have 
any questions. We would really like to save the 
cost of mailing out invoices.  


Thank you for your time and consideration.


Ellen Nesin (nesineh49@gmail) 
Treasurer 
Temple Sholom of Monticello 

From the President (continued)
exodus from Egypt: “Zecher L’tziat Mitzrayim.” 
The V’ahavtah ends with the Lord reminding us 
that it was He who brought us out of  the land 
of  Egypt “asher hotzeiti etchem mai-Eretz 
Mitzrayim.” And the Haggadah, of  course, is all 
about the exodus from Egypt, warning the 
aloof, uninterested son that if  he had been 
there, he would not have been set free.


Enjoy the Feast of  Freedom!


Steph

Stephanie Phillips, PhD 
President
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Tzav

2 3 4 5
FIRST SEDER

6 7
Pesach Shabbat Service

Rabbi Chuck Diamond


HYBRID

7:00 PM


Candle 7:16

8

Pesach

9 10 11 12 13 14
Shabbat Services


The Levins

HYBRID

7:00 PM


Candle 7:16

15

Shmini

16 17 18 19 20 21
Shabbat Services


The Levins

HYBRID

7:00 PM


Candle 7:23

22

EARTH DAY

Tazria-
Metzora

23      
 
 

30

24 25    Memorial Day
 26     Independence Day


Yom HaAtzmaut

27 28

Shabbat Services

The Levins

VIRTUAL

7:00 PM


Candle 7:30

29

Achrei Mot-
Kedoshim

In keeping with the 

tradition of having a 

guest at the seder 

table, we have invited 

Rabbi Chuck Diamond 

to lead our Pesach 

Shabbat service.

          APRIL 2023       —       NISAN / IYYAR 5783

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

VIRTUAL or IN-PERSON
See page 11 for instructions on  how to sponsor an  oneg.

ALL SERVICES (virtual or hybrid) will start at 7:00 PM  
(Schmooze at 6:30)

VIRTUAL &/or IN-PERSON ONEG SHABBAT sponsors:

APR 7: Stephanie Phillips in honor of Pesach and our guest, Rabbi Chuck. (IN-PERSON)

APR 14: Sponsor need (TBA)

APR 21: Dolly Levner in memory of daughter, Jocelyn’s 49th heavenly birthday on April 23. 	 	
	 	 (VIRTUAL)

APR 28: Sponsor needed (TBA)

PARSHA OF THE WEEK:

01 April 10 Nisan Tzav
Leviticus 6:1-8:36

08 April 17 Nisan Pesach Pesach

15 April 24 Nisan Shmini Leviticus 9:1-11:47

22 April 01 Iyyar Tazria-Metzora Leviticus 12:1-15:33

29 April 08 Iyyar Achrei Mot - Kedoshim Leviticus 16:1-20:27
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To Judy Cutler, Happy Birthday.	  
	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz 
To Rick Stein, Happy Birthday.	  
	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz 
To Bob Velten, Happy Birthday.	  
	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz 
To Neal Jacobs, Happy Birthday.	  
	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz 
To Michael Zalkin, Happy Birthday.  
	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz

To Bill & Lori James, Condolences on 
the passing of your mother. 
	 From: Rick & Marilyn Stein

G
o
l
d
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n 

B
o
o
k

To Bonnie Mitzner, In memory of your mother Iris. 	 	 From: Linda & Noel Levin 
To Steve Wofsy, Condolences on the passing of your sister Rowena. 
	 	 From: Sue & Don Horowitz

To Judy Cutler, Happy Birthday. 	 	 From: Bonnie & Jeffrey Kirsch,  	 Paula & Phil Schroeder, Lauren & Marty Miller 
To Sue Horowitz, Happy Birthday. 	 	 From: Bonnie & Jeffrey Kirsch,  	 	 	 Paula & Phil Schroeder 
To Mindy Barcham & Family, Condolences on the passing of your sister Dottie Golloub. 	 	 From: Paula & Phil Schroeder,  	 	 	 Sue & Don Horowitz,  	 	 	 Bonnie & Jeffrey Kirsch 
To Marcia Salton, In appreciation for the many years of service to Temple Sholom. 	 	 From: Judy Cutler

Tribute Cards
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Ring the bell. You will be buzzed in. 

4	 Karen & Ira Simon

April

2	 Helene Perlman

6	 Ira Simon                
11	 Howard Perlman 

13	 Jane Bloom           

15	 Shain Fishman      

16	 Marilyn Stein        

16	 Gary Werner         

17	 Paul Manz             

19	 Jeffrey Kaplow     

21	 Sheldon Leidner

THANK YOU
Laura Warren  

for the donation in memory of  your father Alfred Schroeder.

Good and Welfare Committee

We are pleased to report that Temple Sholom now has a Good and Welfare 
Committee. Members include Gail Abramowitz, Ira and Julia Levin, Ellen Nesin, and 
Gloria Wagenknecht. 


The purpose of this group is to provide comfort, support and concrete services for 
members of the temple during times of illness, stress, loss and isolation. 


If you are aware of anyone who might benefit from these services, please contact  
the committee through Ellen Nesin at 914-799-3650.
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2023 Mitzvah Members
Thanks to the Payroll Protection Loan that Michael Zalkin spent hours getting for us and the generosity of 
members and non-members, Temple Sholom has been able to continue our service to the Jewish community of 
Sullivan County. So that we can ensure our future, Temple Sholom members are being asked to contribute, 
according to their ability, an additional amount above regular membership dues. Can you step forward to support 
the continued existence of Reform Judaism in Sullivan County?

..The three levels of of Mitzvah Membership are:.  
Platinum Level - additional $500 above dues
 Gold Level - additional $250 above dues
Silver Level - additional $125 above dues.

Platinum (500)

Dr. Rick & Marilyn Stein (8/22)

Lauren & Mart Miller (9/22)


Jan Hirsch (10/22)

Anonymous (10/22)


Paula & Phil Schroeder (10/22)

Maureen & Bob Velten (10/22)

Gold (250)

Lorraine & Jerry Bogursky (6/22) 

Neal & Jane Jacobs (6/22)

Bonnie & Jeffrey Kirsch (7/22)


Anne Palley (8/22)

Judit Cutler (8/22)


Gail Abramowitz (10/22)

Michael Zalkin (10/22) 

Sue & Don Horowitz (11/22) 
Marion Schaal (1/23)

Silver (125)

Sue & Ken Kantor (4/22)


Howard & Helene Perlman (11/22)

 

If you are able, please PAY YOUR FINANCIAL OBLIGATION and BECOME A MITZVAH MEMBER.
Specify: “Mitzvah Membership”	 Mitzvah Membership donations are tax deductible.

Mitzvah Membership listing in The Harbinger will appear the month following 
receipt of your donation and will continue to be listed for the following 12 months.

As long as your membership dues are up to date, consider making a tax-deductible Mitzvah Membership donation any time during the year.

Friends of Temple Sholom — Exceptional Gifts from Nonmembers

THE WORD “MITZVAH” IS A COMMANDMENT TO 
DO A GOOD DEED. IT’S KINDLING TO THE SOUL.

Gold Donors
Diamond Donors

Linda Kleinman (10/22)
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Donations to the YAHRZEIT FUND
In Loving Memory of the Following:

Mildred Silvermintz by Lois Weinstein
 Louis Silvermintz by Lois Weinstein

Jean Miller by Marcia Salton
Jesse Wolfson by Ellen Nesin & Family
Fred Linnetz by Sue & Don Horowitz

Murry Gitlin by Cindy Gitlin & Mitch Greig
Diana Laub by Judy Cutler

Herman Lewinter by Mimi & Gary Werner & Family
Bernard Abramowitz by Gail Abramowitz

IN MEMORY - YAHRZEIT WILL BE READ ON:


April 7: Dr. Gustav Gavis, Ann Fuss, Abraham "Al" Kantor, Mavis E. Mednick, 
Sidney Mordin, Howard Hayden, Robert David Mastropiero, Ellen Rabelski,  

Wayne Detwiler, Abraham Edelman, Rose Ray, Judah Altman, Helen Kassman,  
Pauline Borkin, Mildred Nedwin, Louis Schwartz, Ada Kotin

April 14: Kerry Butler, Jason Feinstein, Freddie Linnetz, Murray Edward Kahn,  
Jerome Stanley Gross, Edwin M. Block, Beatrice K. Brachman, Samuel Garfield,  

Florence Kinsbruner, Morris J. Cohen, Bernard Abramowitz

April 21: Eva Birns Rosen, Naomi Berkowitz, Mark Kravitz, Sylvia White, Millie Halpern,  
Barry Woda, Joseph Jesse Abel, Gertrude R. Pearlman, Freddie Ellers, Carole Berg

April 28: Anne Proyect, Pauline Loewe, *Bernard Glaser, Gussie Levine,  
Daniel Supon, Sol Mintz, Jeffrey Gilbert, Goldie Lerner

*Holocaust victims from Pisek who perished in Terezin
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We	hope	you	had	a	healthy	winter	and	are	 ready	 to	 return	 to	our	 interesting	
meetings	and	fun	trips.	Our	first	meeting	will	be	on	Monday,	June	12,	at	1	PM	
at	Temple	Sholom.	We	are	privileged	to	have	Allan	Dubow	as	our	guest	speaker.	
Besides	being	Stephanie	Phillips’	 cousin,	he	was	Comptroller	of	 the	American	
Society	 for	 the	 Technion	 Israel	 Institute	 and	 of	 the	 Council	 of	 Jewish	
Federations.	 He	will	 speak	 to	 us	 about	 the	many	 problems	 seniors	 face	with	
finances,	planning,	wills,	and	families.	You	can	submit	questions	 in	advance	to	
phillipssteph@gmail.com.	The	meeting	will	be	followed	by	coffee	and	cake.


Please	mark	your	calendars	for	our	events	and	trips:


*Wednesday,	June	21,	and	Wednesday,	August	16,	we	will	have	a	day	
on	your	own	bus	to	NYC.	Trip	 is	only	$45/pp.	See	a	show,	museum,	
family,	etc.


*Wednesday,	July	12,	we	will	have	a	day	trip	to	New	Paltz		The	bus	will	
take	us	on	a	scenic	tour	to	Historic	Huguenot	Street.	We	will	have	a	
guided	tour	for	an	hour.	We	will	have	lunch	on	our	own	in	the	quaint	
town	of	New	Paltz	and	then	a	guided	tour	of	the	New	Paltz	Campus.	
All	this	for	only	$55/person.	


*Monday,	 July	31,	we	will	have	our	annual	card	
and	Mah	Jongg	party	for	the	benefit	of	Temple	
Sholom.	As	always,	there	will	be	a	full	catered	
luncheon	 and	 magnificent	 raffle	 prizes.	 Still	
only	$30/pp.


*Thursday,	August	31,	we	will	have	a	bus	trip	to	
the	 Wild	 Creek	 Casino	 in	 Bethlehem	 PA.	 A	
beautiful	 bus	 ride,	 $25	 free	 casino	 slot	 play,	
and	amazing	outlet	stores.	Donation	$50/pp.


Call	 Paula	 for	 reservations	 for	 any	 of	 the	 trips:	
561-504-7192.


Looking	forward	to	having	you	join	us	this	season.


Shalom, 
Paula

PRIMETIMERS

Next meeting: Monday, June 12 at 1:00 PM

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 Judith Desatnick
2 Helene Perlman
2 Beverly Santorelli
3 Marsha Pollack
3 Larry Ravdin
4 Roz Stozki
5 Norman Kaufman
7 Harriet Fox

11 Howard Perlman
12 MaryJane Harris
15 Ethel Schwartz
16 Marilyn Stein
25 Larry Cooper
25 Peggy Sturtz
27 Bonnie Hoffman
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MAY 2023       -       IYAR / SIVAN  5783

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

VIRTUAL &/or IN-PERSON ONEG SHABBAT sponsors:

MAY   5: Lauren & Marty Miller in celebration of their grandson Ethan’s birthday. (VIRTUAL)
MAY 12: Sponsor needed
MAY 19: Sponsor needed
MAY 26: Sponsor needed

1 2

Plant order 
deadline!

3 4 5
Shabbat Services


Rabbi Joshua Gray

VIRTUAL

7:00 PM


Candle 7:47

6

Emor

7 8 9 10 11 12
Shabbat Services


The Levins

HYBRID 
7:00 PM


Candle 7:51

13

Behar-
Bechokotai

14 15 16 17 18 19  

Jerusalem Day
Shabbat Services 


The Levins

HYBRID

7:00 PM


Candle 7:55

20

Bamidbar

21 22 23

Pick up your 
plants 3:00 - 6:00

24 25 26
Shabbat Services


The Levins

VIRTUAL 
7:00 PM


Candle 7:59

27

SHAVUOT

28 29 30 31

ALL SERVICES (virtual or hybrid) will start at 7:00 PM  
(Schmooze at 6:30)

You can be a VIRTUAL or IN-PERSON  oneg Shabbat sponsor. 
See page 11 for instructions.

PARSHA OF THE WEEK:06	May	 15	 Iyar 	 	 Emor	 	 	 	 	 Leviticus 21:1-24:23
13	May	 22	 Iyar	 	 Behar	-Bechukotai	 Leviticus 25:1-27:34
20	May	 29	 Iyar	 	 Bamidbar		 	 	 Numbers 1:1-4:20
27	May	  7	  Sivan		 Shavuot



Page                                                                               The Harbinger                                                           April 202311

Committees
Adopt-N-Exit: Rick Stein, Howard Perlman, Gail Abramowitz

Adult Education: Anne Palley, Ira Simon

Advertising: Gail Abramowitz

Beautification: Carolyn Richman, Lauren Miller, 
	  Beth Leidner

Building: Neal Jacobs, Howard Perlman, Don Horowitz, 	 	
	 Judy Cutler, Rick Stein                                                                        

Fundraising: Paula Schroeder, Judy Cutler, Debbie Glatt, 	
	 Lauren Miller, Stacy Sharoff, Gail Abramowitz

Good & Welfare: Gail Abramowitz, Gloria Wagenknecht,  
	 Ira & Julia Levin, Ellen Nesin

Harbinger: Shain Fishman, Stephanie Phillips,  
	 Gail Abramowitz, Mimi Werner, Lauren Miller,  
	 Paula Schroeder, Persephanie Millett

Membership: Anne Palley, Stacey Sharoff

Office: Logistics, Mimi Werner; Protocols, Lois Weinstein

Onegs, Kitchen, Special Events: Sue Kantor,  
	 Gail Abramowitz, Judy Cutler, Lauren Miller,  
	 Howard Perlman, Helene Perlman

Publicity: Stephanie Phillips, Gail Abramowitz,  
	 Sue Horowitz, Fran Greenfield

Ritual: Ira Simon, Lauren Miller, Gail Abramowitz, Ruth Turk, 
	 Jane Jacobs, Ellen Nesin

Special Consideration: Don Horowitz, Ellen Nesin

Technology: Michael Zalkin, Howard Perlman

Webmaster: Walter Teitelbaum

Yahrzeit: Susan Horowitz, Debbie Glatt

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CAN BE REACHED BY CALLING 

THE TEMPLE 845-794-8731

To donate your expertise and 
enthusiasm, join a committee!


Contact Stephanie Phillips - phillipssteph@gmail.com

 .GIFTS of SERVICE. to Temple Sholom
Steve Plotkin donates the kiddush and holiday wines.


Stephanie Phillips maintains the facebook page & Instagram.

Anne Palley sends out the birthday cards,  

labels and folds the Harbinger every month,  
and helps in the office when needed.

Oneg Shabbat means,  
“The Joy of  Shabbat.”  


We are now HYBRID! 

You can sponsor an IN-PERSON ONEG SHABBAT 

or host a VIRTUAL ONEG SHABBAT.  
Pick a Friday night that you would like to sponsor. 

Contact SUE KANTOR (845-798-0578 or 
skantor914@yahoo.com) and tell her which Shabbat 

you will sponsor and if  you have a specific reason:  
birthday, anniversary, in memory of, in honor of, to 

celebrate Shabbat, to support the temple, etc. 


For virtual oneg — Send a donation check to:  
Temple Sholom 

PO Box 664, Monticello, NY 12701 
Write “Virtual Oneg Shabbat”  in the memo line. 


For in-person, real-food oneg, you are responsible 
for everything including getting the food,  
setting up, and cleaning up after services.  

You will be recognized as the sponsor/host in the  
email sent to temple members the week of  your oneg, 
and you will be acknowledged during the service and 
on facebook. 


Is your friend sponsoring an oneg? You can make a 
donation to the temple in their honor.

Doing Shabbat services on Zoom?

Purchase your own 

“Shabbat” Prayerbook.

Available with or without 
transliteration ($40),  
Large print ($48).


Phone: 212-972-3636 x 241;   Email: 
infor@ccarpress.org

Website: Ccarpress.org    PRAYER/MISKAN T’FILAH     
https://www.ccarpress.org/shopping_product_list.asp?catID=3750
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SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

ADVERTISE IN The Harbinger

Our members and friends in the Sullivan County area want to know about the goods or services you offer.

When one considers the cost of advertising today, it's a bargain for a full year of 11 issues.  
And it's tax deductible.


Enclose a check payable to Temple Sholom:	 
  $64 for a business card size ad (Enclose business card)

  $100 for an ad 1/3 larger than business card (Attach business card or copy you would like us to use)

  $250 for a double business card size ad (Attach business card or copy you would like us to use)


Business Name: ______________________________ Contact Name: _______________________________


Mailing Address: _____________________________ City, State, Zip: _______________________________


Telephone #: ________________________________ E-mail Address: _______________________________


Attach your ad and mail to Temple Sholom, P.O. Box 664, Monticello, NY 12701 

or scan a picture of your ad directly to: shaindelrifka@icloud.com

JOE THE 
PAINTER 
Serving Sullivan County 
Free Estimates 
631-620-0645 
No job too small (or too big)!
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SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

Steve 
Silverman

Silverman 
Mechanical 

Corp
P.O. Box 446

Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

845-583-6595

560 West Broadway, Monticello
845-794-4109      

angel_harp44@yahoo.com

JAN HIRSCH, CTHP

Angel Harp:
Certified Therapeutic 

Harp Practitioner
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SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

~ stop wishing, start playing ~ 
                                  steve schwartz - owner 

248 rock hill drive
p.o. box 760

rock hill  my 12775-0760
phone/fax  (845) 796-3616

www.stevesmusiccenter.com

Steve’s music center

Committed to operating a prompt, 
professional and personalized 
passenger transportation company 
that is successful in its mission to 
provide meaningful employment 
and give back to the community 
when it can!
South Fallsburg, New York 12779

Phone: 845-434-0511
Email: info@rollingv.com

mailto:info@rollingv.com
http://www.stevesmusiccenter.com
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ellen@nesinculturalarts.org

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT US

544 Broadway. Suite 4

Your business 
card size  
ad here

Your ⅓ 
larger 

business 
card 

ad here

mailto:ellen@nesinculturalarts.org
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TEMPLE SHOLOM OF MONTICELLO, NEW YORK
The First Congregation of Reform Judaism in Sullivan County Established 1954

“SIXTY-NINE (69) YEARS AND GROWING STRONGER”
A REFORM CONGREGATION AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM

You can participate in Shabbat Services remotely. If you would like to participate via ZOOM, and you 
are not on our temple e-mail list, please e-mail the temple office (templesholom1954@gmail.com) for 
information about joining classes and services. 
If you have never used ZOOM before, you will need to download the software and follow the 
instructions. Go to https://zoom.us/download and from the Download Center, click on the Download 
button under “Zoom Client For Meetings”. This application will automatically download when you start 
your first Zoom Meeting. 
ZOOM is usually up and running 15 minutes before the start time. 

* Adult Education ** Shabbat Services *

via ZOOM 

Make sure you are on the temple’s email list to receive notification  
of the links for Zoom services, classes, and meetings.

TEMPLE SHOLOM MONTICELLO

Please send your photos of  temple events 
to Stephanie Phillips at 

phillipssteph@gmail.com 

so everybody can enjoy them on our 


Temple Sholom Monticello  
Facebook page and Instagram.

Many ways to support  
Temple Sholom


Sponsor an oneg at Friday night services   

Tree of Life highlights a milestone event  ($54)

Plant a Tree in Israel in honor of a family 
celebration/commemoration ($18)

Send a Golden Book message  ($5)

Send a Tribute Card  ($10)

Volunteer your time at temple events ($0)

Yarmulkas valued to $25 — ONLY $5
Mezuzahs -- $5 and up

Challah covers -- $5
Rada cutlery, paring knives, knife 

sharpeners, steak knives, cookbooks  
All $7-$10

MANY assorted gift items for  
Shabbat and holidays

Judaica Gift Shop


	Zecher L’Tziat Mitzrayim

